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INTERSTATE 9 5 -A U G U S T A TO FAIRFIELD
With the completion of the Augusta to Waterville and
Fairfield section of Interstate 95, another important link has
been forged in Maine’s 313-mile portion of the National Sys
tem of Interstate and Defense Highways. The new section
of superhighway being officially dedicated today will serve
local traffic between every town and city along its length and
provide through traffic, especially those vehicles using the
Maine Turnpike, with another 24 miles of expressway into
the heart of the State.
Three years ago this month ground was broken at Augusta
for a 4-span steel and concrete overpass to carry Old Win
throp Road over the site of the then future Interstate high
way. This was the first project awarded in the giant task of
building the section of expressway from the Capital City
northerly to Waterville and Fairfield.
Today, 33 projects later, the $21 million four-lane, di
vided highway stretches from the northerly terminus of the
Maine Turnpike in Augusta, through Sidney, Oakland, W a
terville and on to U. S. Route 201 in Fairfield — a distance
of 24.3 miles.
Traffic may get on and off the new expressway at any
one of seven strategically located interchanges — at Western
Avenue or New Belgrade Road (Route 27) in Augusta, at
Lyons Road in Sidney, Oakland Road or North Main Street
in Waterville, and at Western Avenue or U. S. Route 201 in
Fairfield.
Once on the expressway traffic moves in an uninterrupted
flow north or south without meeting on-coming vehicles, in
tersecting roads, stop signs or traffic lights. In the rural
areas the lines of traffic are separated from each other by
a broad median strip upon which carefully selected trees
have been left. This strip of natural terrain acts as a shield
preventing headlight glare at night and because of its at
tractive variety helps to relieve driving monotony.
The north and southbound lanes of the expressway are
carried over intersecting streams or roads and other cross
roads over the divided highway by means of 20 modern,
functional structures. These range in size from the 130-foot
long overpasses, which carry the Interstate over Webb Road,
to the 11-span, 1025-foot long twin bridges which carry the
expressway over an area of poor soils and Messalonskee
Stream.
The first contracts awarded by the SHC called for the
grading and shaping of the roadbeds and the building of the
structures. There were several massive cuts and fills neces
sary along the line of work from Augusta to Fairfield. The
big embankments were built up early so that they would
settle and stabilize before more material was placed over
them. Some of the largest fills were constructed northerly

of the 4-span Bond Brook, Mount Vernon Avenue Bridge in
Augusta, and as approaches to the big Messalonskee Stream
Bridge in Waterville. At Bond Brook the giant pile of earth
and rock is over 300 feet long and 50 feet deep. The east
approach to the Messalonskee Stream Bridge is the same
depth but over 800 feet long. This tremendous, tiered mound
of earth was constructed almost entirely from the material
taken from the hill between this point and North Main
Street.
When the earth movers, bulldozers and power shovels had
completed the grading, 5 paving contracts were awarded to
cover the divided highway with more gravel, 5 inches of
bituminous macadam, topped off with 3 inches of bitumi
nous concrete. The two lanes northbound, and the two lanes
southbound each have a 24-foot bituminous concrete pave
ment with 4-foot bituminous macadam shoulders on the in
side next to the median strip, and 10-foot bituminous shoul
ders on the outside. Paving contracts also included the plac
ing of loam on the median and slopes, seeding, and the erec
tion of light standards at interchanges. Three signing con
tracts gave the finishing touches to the expressway by in
stalling all the necessary regulatory, directional and warn
ing signs to keep traffic moving safely and efficiently.
There will be two rest areas operated on a year-around
basis for the use of travelers on the expressway. The area
which will serve northbound traffic is being constructed just
north of the Old Belgrade Road in Augusta; the area on the
southbound lane is located south of Densmore Road in Sid
ney. Both areas are expected to be ready for use early
next summer. Facilities will include parking spaces for 30
to 35 cars and 8 to 12 trucks, picnic tables and fireplaces,
flush toilets and a public telephone. A full-time caretaker
will be on duty when the areas go into operation. For
safety’s sake acceleration and deceleration lanes as well as
the parking areas will be lighted during hours of darkness.
The Interstate highway has been designed to incorporate
all the latest features to keep accident hazards to a minimum.
Wide medians reduce headlight glare and driver fatigue. All
curves and grades have been held to a minimum. There are
wide, paved shoulders, guard rails guide vehicles away from
piers and abutments of all overpasses and embankments, and
the most modern types of highway signs direct motorists in
a safe and efficient manner.
This winter a dark to daylight patrol will be put into
service along the Interstate by the State Highway Depart
ment. The patrol will call out sand trucks and snowplows
when the need arises as well as aid motorists in difficulty
along the 24-mile section of expressway. State Police will
also regularly patrol the section.

PROGRAM
D ED ICATIO N OF IN TE R STA TE 95
Augusta to Fairfield, Maine
November 19, 1 960
10:30 A. M.
First Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies to take place on the expressway at the Western Avenue Interchange, Augusta
Selections by Waterville High School Band
under the direction of Mr. Roger Snow, Jr.
Master of Ceremonies
David H. Stevens, Chairman, Maine State Highway Commission
Invocation
Reverend Douglas H. Robbins, Pastor, Universalist Church, Augusta
Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies
The Honorable John H. Reed, Governor of the State of Maine
10:50 A. M.
Convoy of cars will proceed over Interstate 95 to U. S. Route 201 in Fairfield and return over southbound lanes to
Messalonskee Stream Bridge.
11:30 A. M.
Second Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies to take place at Messalonskee Stream Bridge
Selections by Waterville High School Band
Ribbon is cut to officially open southbound lanes
11:45 A. M.
Convoy will return to Augusta driving over Interstate 95
1:00 P. M.
Luncheon at Augusta House by invitation
David H. Stevens will introduce honored guests, members of the Maine Congressional Delegation and
John A. Swanson, Regional Engineer, U. S. Bureau of Public Roads.
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David H. Stevens, Chairman
Perry S. Furbush
R. Leon Williams
Vaughan M. Daggett, Chief Engineer
PRIMARY
H. E. Sargent, Inc.
Reed & Reed
Wyman & Simpson, Inc.
Cianchette Brothers, Inc.
Thomas DiCenzo
Ellis C. Snodgrass, Inc.
United Highway Sign Co., Inc.

U.

S.
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ROADS

Bertram D. Tallamy, Federal Highway Administrator
Ellis L. Armstrong, Commissioner
John A. Swanson, Regional Engineer
Robert D. Hunter, Division Engineer
CONTRACTORS
The Bridge Construction Corp.
Frank Rossi
Seaboard Engineering Co., Inc.
J. R. Cianchette
Callahan Brothers, Inc.
W. H. Hinman, Inc.
Walter Sign Corp.

ENGINEERING CONSULTANT FOR WATERVILLE-FAIRFIELD SECTION
Clarkeson Engineering Co., Boston, Mass.
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